
 
 

Solar Photovoltaic Systems for Historical Structures & Districts 
 
 
1. For Solar Photovoltaic System (SPVS) installations that involve historic structures,  
    properties or districts; an applicant must acquire a Certificate of Appropriateness, as  
    outlined in Section 208-78E(4)(a) of the Town Code, from the Historic Preservation  
    Commission and the Planning Board of the Town of Clifton Park.  
 
2. All types of SPVS installed on property consisting of historic buildings, structures or objects 
    or ground installation, shall require Site Plan review and approval of  a Special Use Permit  
    (SUP) from the Planning Department. 
 
If the SPVS project involves any Federal or State financial re-imbursement and the project is for 
either roof or ground installation on a historic structure or in a historic district, than the applicant 
must acquire approval from New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation using the “Project Review Cover Form”. (See attached)  This form, once approved, 
shall be submitted with the application to the Town.  
 
SPVS Installations – Historic Structures & Historic Districts –  
     Conformance – SPVS installations must conform to: 
          A. Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  
              Applicable Standards are: 

     1. Standard Two: The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. 
         The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a  
          property shall be avoided. 
     2. Standard Nine: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall  
         not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be  
         differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and  
         architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
         B. Additional Considerations – The following additional requirements shall apply to  
              historic properties: 
          1. Freestanding or detached on-site SPVS shall be installed in locations that minimize  
              visibility from the public right-of-way. These systems must be screened from the public  
              right-of-way with materials common to the community such as fencing or vegetation of  
              suitable scale for the area and setting. 
          2. Placement and design should not detract from the historic character of the site or destroy  
              historic landscape materials.   
          3. SPVS should be integrated into the initial design of new construction or infill projects,  
              when possible, to assure cohesion of design within a historic context. 



          4. SPVS should be installed on rear slopes or other locations not highly visible from the  
              public right-of-way whenever possible. Panels should be installed flat and not alter the  
              slope of the roof. 
          5. Flat roof structures should have SPVS set back from the roof edge to minimize  
              visibility. Pitch and elevation should be adjusted to reduce visibility from the public  
              right-of-way.  
          6. Use SPVS and mounting systems that are compatible in color to established roof  
              materials. Mechanical equipment associated with the SPVS system should be sited to be  
              as unobtrusive as possible.  
          7. Use of SPVS in windows or on walls, siding, or shutters should be installed with limited  
              visibility from the public right-of-way.   
          8. SPVS installations should be positioned behind existing architectural features such as  
              parapets, dormers, and existing chimneys to limit their visibility. 
          9. Removal of historic roofing materials during the installation of SPVS is strictly  
              prohibited.   
        10. Removing or otherwise altering historic roof configurations – dormers, chimneys, or  
              other features – to add SPVS is strictly prohibited. 
        11. Any other installation procedure that will cause irreversible changes to historic features  
              or materials is strictly prohibited. 
        12. In a case of proposed SPVS installation in a historic district or on historic structure, the  
              applicant must obtain a Certificate of  Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation  
              Commission and the Planning Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 


