Town OF CLIFTON PARK
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes from February 19, 2026 Meeting
Present:  Linda Seymour, Brian McGlinchey, Maureen O’Connor, Art Bourdeau, Chrysoula Highland, Paul Szczesny, Sue Thompson, Toby Watkins, Gail Winters, John Scherer, Nancy Bellamy 
Absent:  Andrew Gorman, Nancy Kiyonga, Jennifer Jeram, Deanna Rubinger            
Guests:  Dorothy Bourdeau
Linda called the meeting to order at 7:02.  She welcomed our new Town Board liaison Nancy Bellamy to her first full meeting.  HPC members then introduced themselves. 
1. SECRETARY’S REPORT: Minutes from the January 15, 2026 meeting were reviewed and approved as submitted.  
 2.  BUDGET:  The budget for 2026 is $5,685.  Brian asked for information about some items that were approved for purchase in 2025 but will be need to be ordered this year.  Ordering shades for Grooms Tavern will be postponed at this time.  John reported that the cost of a marker for DeGroff Cemetery will be $1880.  HPC allocated $300 for Sophie Cotrell’s Girl Scout project at DeGroff.  She will be reimbursed after producing receipts.   An estimated cost of $500 for use of GPR by Dann Bradt was discussed but not voted on in 2025 and will be considered for 2026 
3.  NEW BUSINESS:  
a.  Certify email vote for DeGroff Historic Marker:  An email vote was taken January 27, 2026 to approve purchase of the marker.  The vote was certified at this meeting.
b. Recommendation for 341 Riverview Rd. , the Alton Warner House, COA issue:  Linda and John discussed the issue and felt that the best course of action to preserve the house was to meet with the owners to come to an understanding and agreement about the COA process for any future work they may plan. Having the owners give up their tax easement would not benefit HPC nor the house.  Linda and John learned that the owners plan to have the house and heat pump chases painted the same color which will make them less noticeable.  The owners gave assurance that they will contact HPC in the future.  This situation brought to light issues beyond this house which HPC needs to investigate and address.  The fact that heat pumps don’t require a building permit means that HPC won’t be notified about a potential COA issue. Linda noted that every 3-4 years HPC sends a letter to property owners who have a tax easement to remind them of COA requirements.  This suggested that this letter be strengthened and be more specific regarding non permit work.  She asked HPC members for suggestions for the letter and will discuss it with John Scavo and Wade Schoenborn especially regarding new means of heating such as use of heat pumps. 
c.  2026 Preservation Award nominations:  21 Taylor, the Cornelius Vischer House built in approximately 1830 and was once condemned.  The owner, Brian McKee has restored the property.  Before and after photos of the house were distributed.  Linda and John have been inside and noted that the fireplace, flooring and windows have been maintained.   An HPC visit will be scheduled for late spring.  Paul made a motion to present an award to Brian McKee, Toby seconded.     Motion approved.  The MacElroy Farm owned by Craig Monroe was also considered.  A motion was made by Art to present an award to Monroe, seconded by Gail.  Motion approved.
  
4.  ANNOUNCEMENTS, UPDATES and DISCUSSION:
a. New Dir. Of Parks and  Recreation:  Megan Babendreier has been appointed.
b. Winter Fest recap and Preservation Activities for Spring 2026:  This year Grooms Tavern was part of Winter Fest.  Linda thanked those who volunteered their time.  Approximately 45 people visited the Tavern.  The Town’s Parks and Rec. Summer program bulletin lists spring activities.  Sophie Cottrell will give a presentation at the Clifton Park Halfmoon Library about her work at DeGroff Cemetery on March 21st at 2pm.
c.  Town Committee Group Meeting January 22nd:  Agatha, Nancy, John and Linda attended.  Updating Clifton Park’s 20 year old Master Plan including zoning will be on the agenda this year.  The group will meet 3 times annually.
d.  Celebrations Committee Meeting:  Linda and John will chair.  If anyone is interested in serving on the Committee, please contact Linda.
e.  Sophie Cottrell Scout project:  see above 2. And 4.b
f.  Earth Day Cleanup Saturday 4/18.  HPC will focus on cemetery cleanup.  Mark your calendars and participate if possible.  Linda will contact Mark Lasik who was a guest at a recent HPC meeting and expressed an interest in Clifton Park’s cemeteries.
g.  Blacksmith Shop Structural Report/Heritage Square Update:  John G. Waite and Associates has started work on the report with a June target for completion.  John will try to get them to tour the Palmer House and Grange. 
h. Revolutionary War Markers:  Pomeroy grant period opens at the end of the month.  An application will be submitted for Clifton Park Center Baptist Church.
i.  Status of damaged Jonesville Cemetery marker:  Maureen provided Dahn Bull with ordering information she was given by the Pomeroy Foundation.  
j. Personal Historic Marker request protocols and examples:  John will provide examples of markers and signs for HPC consideration at a future meeting.  These commercial products can be customized and ordered. 
k.  Concrete Proposal for Route 9:   Linda noted that this issue came up at the Town Committees meeting.  A ready mix concrete plant is being proposed for Route 9 just south of Northway Exit. 10.  Concerns from citizens have been expressed about air quality, noise and traffic.  The Open Space Committee is opposed.  This is of concern to HPC because there are historic structures located in the vicinity,  Sue made a motion that HPC send a letter to the Town Board expressing HPC’s concern.  Paul seconded.  Motion passed.  Linda will draft a letter and send it to HPC members for input. 
Old Business:
a. Development projects: Birch Tavern, CP Hotel, Main St. Project:  No report.
b. Elnora School house:  There has still been no response from the owner.  
6.  SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.  Public Relations:  No report.
b.  Town Register:  No report.     
c.   Cemeteries:  See above 2. and 4e.
 d.  Commission Website:  _______ hits to the website thus far.  Paul is working on linking  the Commission’s and Town Historian’s website. 
e.  Tax Easement: See above 3.b  
7.  ANNUAL GOALS:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
	a.  identify and preserve historic buildings, sites and heritage: Historic Register, “Heritage Square,” add houses to the Historic Register  	
 	b.  advise and consult with Town departments and property owners: COA’s, tax easements
	c.  educate and involve individuals in the history of Clifton Park:  Upcoming Celebrations and events
	d.  recognize individuals, businesses for outstanding efforts in preservation: annual Historic Preservation award(s)
8.  OTHER:  
Adjournment:  Maureen made a motion to adjourn.  Art seconded.  The vote was unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 8:48. 
The next meeting will be at Clifton Park Halfmoon Public Library on March 19th at 7:00 PM.

